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Transparency and PDF, part 1








When you create pages that contain transparent objects (drop shadows, glows, feathers, bevels, blend modes, etc.) in InDesign, you may get  unexpected results when you make a PDF file and view it in Adobe Acrobat or Adobe Reader. 
         One thing that can go wrong is that you might see very thin vertical or horizontal white lines in your images. These lines are no cause for panic. They are just an on-screen anomaly in Acrobat. The lines will not print, and they will only be visible on the screen if you:
         a) print to PostScript or the Adobe PDF driver to create the PDF file
         or
          b) choose File > Export in InDesign to create the PDF file, and choose Acrobat 4 (PDF 1.3)  for the Compatibility.
         If the lines bother you on the screen, you can make them disappear in Acrobat by choosing Edit > Preferences (Windows) or Acrobat > Preferences (Macintosh). Select the Page Display category, and deselect the Smooth Line Art option. 
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2 comments:


	

Anonymous
said...

	

This is not completely true. Most PDF to Image converters for Web will also show these white lines in the exported TIF or JPG Images. 

SO yes, it can be a problem in workflows that export such PDFs to Web as images.



	


Friday, August 10, 2007 4:30:00 AM








	

Anonymous
said...

	

This is a nice explanation, but I have the Lines AND they are Printed!! Apple Preview shows the Lines as well. I am toying aroound with the Effects-Transparency to make them disapear, but I can't get rid of them completely...
This is an error tha is made by Adobes InDesign and Illustrator. I will try more to nail it down.

Greetings GeWalter
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